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TO HIS GRACE 


THE LORD 


ARCHBISHOP or CANTERBURY. | 


| May it pleaſe Your gan 


N this enlighten d age, wed pre- 
judices are in agreat meaſure pro- 
feſſedly baniſh'd from the minds of 8 


men in general, it cannot, it muſt not 
for a moment be ſuppoſed that a per- 
ſon in ſo high and exalted a ſtation as 


that in which 5 your Grace is provi- 


dentially placed, can be influenced 


by either of theſe baleful evils, I am 
happy to addreſs the Archbiſhop of 


5 Canterbury at ſuch a time and under 


1 ſuch 


— ws 


(4 ) 0 
ſuch circumſtances as would render 
it an inſult upon his underſtanding 
and good ſenſe to doubt of ſucceſs, or 


to entertain apprehenſions of offend- 
ing him by the freedom of ſuch an „ 
application. Encouraged by theſe ſen- 
- timents, and impreſſed with the high- 
eſt veneration for your Grace's high 
office, I ſhall not detain you by any 
| further. apology, but ſhall with all 
1 tvs f eſpect lay before you for your | 
| ſerious, | confideration che object of 
this letter. FCC | | 


SOA 3; 7 * | | FR 
The adio af FER kc. - as 


| | your Grace is aware, is very much 
engaged by the diſagreeable affair ſub- 
. fiſting between the Spiritual Court, 

and the Right Honourable Lord 


George Gordon, it is expeQed t that 
- the 
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the ſaid Court willproceed to extre- 
mities, and the conſequences are not 
a little dreaded. Your Grace is ſen- 
fible that his Lordſhip ſtands high in 
the opinion of the public, and you 
are alſo ſenſible that the Spiritual 
Court is univerſally looked upon with 
deteſtation and contempt, the com- 
mittment of that Noble Lord to New- 
gate, therefore, for no other crime 
than diſobedience to the mandate of 
that court cannot fail of ſpreading 
a univerſal diſcontent through the 
united kingdoms, and of rendering 
Eccleſiaſtical power and tyranny, if 

poſhble, more odious and hateful than 
ever, eſpecially at a time when men 


= are boaſting}. of liberality of ſenti- 


ment, ray themſelves friends . 
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Tha AM far 5 imagining. Gard in 
this tranſaction your Grace is influ- 
enged by any thing perſonal, Leven 
imagine, that if it were your Grace's 
own brother , 8 your high office would 
conſtrain you to execute the laws of 


the court over which you preſide. 
© The arbitrary and unconſtitutional 


laws of that obnoxious court, and not 
your Grace, ſhall therefore bear the 
blame, I am perſuaded it muſt hurt 
your, feelings to a very great degree; 
to be under the painful neceſſity of 
3 pronouncing. fo ſevere, ſo awful a 
| ſentence, as that of excommunica- 
tion againſt a proteftant nobleman, a 
Poyal ſubject, for no crime againſt 
. 5 , God, 


4. 1-44 


* 
FO 


of 


þ — GR F. 
N 3 „ * 

4” 6 * ** 
1 4 

a - 2 4 

— 

05 - n 

7 


God, no offence againſt the king, but 
merely for refuſing to woundhis con- 
ſcience by ſubmitting to the authority 


of a court which appears to him 


founded upon principles diametrically f 
oppoſite to the word of God, and the 


free conſtitution of his country. And 
yet were this all, TI ſhould not have 
troubled your Grace upon the ſubject, 


151 to excommunicate a man out of : 2 


church of which he was never a mem- 
ber, appears at firſt view fo. perfectly 


ridiculous, that of itſelf it could 


never merit a moment's confi deration; 


| it 1 18 the perpetual impriſonment con- 
fequent thereon, which gives it all 
1ts weight, but how will the nation 
endure to ſee a a nobleman of one of the | 


firſt families in the kingdom, and 


who has already tulered much, very 
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much in ſupportof the proteſtant inter- 
eſt: I ſay how will the nation endure 
to ſee him pineing out his life 1 ina 
wretched priſon, in Newgate? 


In this fituation of things ; 20 
Grace will pardon me if I attempt to 
point out a line of conduct which if 
your Grace poſſeſſes wiſdom. and 
courage enough to purſue, cannot fail 
of being crowned with ſucceſs, and 


# hich will render your Grace 8 name 
truely reſpectable and dear to many 


thouſands of his Majeſty” s faithful 
ſubjects, who are anxiouſly and deeply 
intereſted i in this bufineſs: it is briefly 
this, application I apprehend, muſt be 
made to his Majeſty, as ſupreme head 
of the church of England, by whoſe 


authority alone the writ can be iſſued 
out 


—— —p 
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out for ths committment of his Lord- 
ſhip to the county goal, and as your 
Grace ſtands at the head of the Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Court, the application I prefume 
will be made in your name, then my 
Lord: Archbiſhop, in the moment you 
aſk your ſovereign to iſſue out his. writ 
do the ſheriff, in the diſcharge of the 

duty of your office, it beeomes your 
duty as a loyal ſubject, as a faithful 
councellor, as an honeſt man, as one 
that fears God, and who, conſidens 
himſelf as accountable to him for all 
his actions, to ſtand forth and adviſe 
your ſovereign, by no means to, grant 
the writ, but to refuſe it in conſe- : 
| quence of the authority he poſſeſſes as 
ſupreme head of the church of Eng- 
land: ſuch a noble diſintereſted pub» 


lie "peed 15 conduet as this, will, 
as 


[ to 1 

as I ſaid before, endear your Grace to 
the hearts of thouſands ; ; his Majeſty 
no doubt would grant your requeſt, 
he would graciouſly liſten to your 
advice, I am perſuded he would grant 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſuch a 
petition, and in fo doing would gratify 
the wiſhes of an infinite number of 
his beſt ſubjects. Permit me to im- 
preſs this matter upon your Grace's 
moſt ſerious conſideration, pardon my 
freedom and importunity, Iam plead- 
ing the cauſe of innocence and inte- 
grity, of truth and honor; yes, my 
Lord, it is an honourable cauſe, and 
therefore I muſt be bold in it, it is 
4 duty I owe to God and my conſci- 
ence, to my friend and to my country; 


as a man Tam perſuaded your Grace 


— too much k ſonGhilitys: to think 
| without 


. 

without pain, of condemning an inno- 
cent perſon to perpetual impriſonment, 
as a chriſtian and an archbiſhop, how | 
much your feelings muſt; be hurt, 
how muſt your abhorrence be encreaſe | 
ed. I am intruding too long upon 
your Grace's patience, and therefore | 
ſhall conclude with only one obſerya- 
tion more, that if your Grace ſhall 

neglect to purſue that line of conduct 7355 
which I now recommend, whatever 
conſequences enſue, will lay at your 
Grace's door, it is impoſlible to fore- 
tel what may enſue, but be it as it 
may I have diſcharged my conſcience 
and duty, I ſhall one day meet your 
Grace at the ſolemn impartial tribu- 
nal of the great God, and if you never 
know the author of this letter till that 


time, I ſhall then not be aſhamed to 
74 nh ſtand 
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